
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS 

 

In November, local government elections were held in Poland. In practice, it means 

that several different votes were held in each unit of local government. Citizens elected 

executives of the communes (gmina), mayors of towns and cities, and councillors in 

communes, counties (powiat) and voivodships. According to the survey, these elections are at 

least as important as parliamentary and presidential elections: 64% of respondents consider 

them as very important. Local and regional elections are significantly more important for 

people living in small towns (up to 20 thousand inhabitants) and villages than for residents of 

the biggest cities. 

HOW IMPORTANT ARE ELECTIONS FOR PEOPLE LIKE YOU? 
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Although Poles think that local government elections (especially the vote for the 

executive in towns and communes) are important, 40% of respondents would be willing to 

abolish them if good quality public services were provided to them in some other way. 

However, the prevailing opinion opposes abolishing local government elections. 

DO YOU AGREE THAT LOCAL GOVERNMENT DOES NOT  

HAVE TO BE ELECTED IF GOOD QUALITY PUBLIC SERVICES  

ARE PROVIDED LOCALLY IN SOME OTHER WAY? 

 

 

Local government in Poland is evaluated relatively well and it is often re-elected. 

Mayors in towns and cities and commune executives sometimes remain in office several 

terms, for a very long period of time. Some commentators consider this as evidence of 

stability of power, which is a positive factor for development. Others, however, see this as a 

proof that local government is monopolized and there is no effective political competition, 

causing the atrophy of democracy. In public debate, term limits for mayors and commune 

executives were proposed. The majority of Poles (59%) would like term limits to be 

obligatory. 

DO YOU AGREE THAT THERE SHOULD BE A LAW PREVENTING ONE PERSON  

TO BE A MAYOR OF A TOWN OR CITY OR THE EXECUTIVE OF A COMMUNE 

LONGER THAN TWO TERMS, I.E. 8 YEARS CONTINUOUSLY? 

 

 

  

More information about this topic can be found in CBOS reports in Polish: "Opinions about elections to local 

government" and “Rank of local government elections and interest in decisions of different levels of 

government”, November 2014. Fieldwork for national sample: October 2014, N=919. The random address 

sample is representative for adult population of Poland. 

 

Strongly
agree

Moderately
agree

Moderately
disagree

Strongly
disagree

Don't
know

14% 26%
30% 20%

10%

36% 23%
22% 11%

7%

Strongly
agree

Moderately
agree

Moderately
disagree

Strongly
disagree

Don't
know


